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their community in the India of the future. They are ready
to accept joint electorates in the legislatures and public local
bodies with or without reservation of seats and to agree to
appointments by Government or local bodies being made on
the basis of merit alone. If, however, in making constitutional
changes or in setting up machinery for evolving a consti-
tution, recognition is given to the separate existence as
political entities of the Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and other
communities, the rights of Indian Christians should be simi-
larly recognised.
While Indian Christians realise that, as a relatively small
community, they must and should depend ultimately on the
goodwill of the two major communities, they are very anxious
that they and other religious minorities should have statutory
rights of protection for their religious beliefs, including the
right to practise and propagate their religion. In brief, they
desire that all individuals and communities should have the
fullest freedom of conscience.
Indian Christians desire that the future India should be a
united India. But with a view to meet the legitimate claims
of the Muslim community large powers should be vested in
the provinces. Further, there should be full safeguards for
minorities and adequate machinery, e.g., the courts of law
for making them effective. Central and provincial minorities
commissions should also be created as proposed by the
Sapru Committee, We deplore the present communal cleavage
and have been, and always will be, ready to place our services
both individually and collectively at the disposed of all
who favour communal harmony.
A central interim Government should be formed imme-
diately.
And we hope that in view of our numbers and under
existing conditions representation will be given to us on it or
on any preliminary conference of the leaders of the various
political parties from a panel of names submitted by the joint
committee referred to in paragraph 2. We also trust that
we shall have an adequate number of representatives in any
constituent assembly that will be called. The Sapru Com-
mittee recommended seven Indian Christians out of a total
number of one hundred and sixty representatives. These
representatives should either be elected by an electoral college